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The Essex Conservation Commission conducted their regular meeting on August 1, 2013, Room B, Essex Town Hall.  
     
Attending Members   




Absent Members

Kay Tucker, Chair








Jeffrey Lovelace, Vice Chair

Richard Helmecki, Regular Member






Doug Demarest, Regular Member
Adrienne Forrest, Regular Member

Pam Bernardini, Regular Member joined the meeting at 7:35pm
Attending Staff:   
     

Stella Beaudoin, Recording Secretary

Kay Tucker called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.

1. Review and Approve the June 6, 2013 Meeting Minutes
The following amendments were noted:

Page 3 “Richard Helmecki will contact Beard Lumber.”

Page 3: “a. Projects” to be under New Business and strike “There was no New Business”.

Last page on Motion to adjourn. Correct “meeting to be held on August 8, 2013” to be changed to August 1, 2013.

MOTION made by  to approve the June 6, 2013 Minutes as amended: SECONDED by R. Helmecki; Voting In Favor: K. Tucker, J. Lovelace, P. Bernardini, D. Demarest, A. Forrest and R. Helmecki; Opposed: None; Abstaining: None; Approved:  6/0/0.                                                                                                                                              
A. Trail Reports and maintenance

· Viney Hill Brook Park 

Mr. Lovelace reported that he and Mr. Helmecki devoted thirteen hours to weed-whacking and mowing the trails at Viney Hill Brook Park.  All Habitat applied a tick treatment at Viney Hill Brook Park and Mr. Lovelace reported that during the time he spent cleaning the trails, he found only one tick.  

Mr. Lovelace stated that Viney Hill Brook Park needs to be professionally mowed.  Mr. Lovelace met with Dave Caroline, Director of Public Works. The Essex town crew did accomplish some of the mowing, however Mr. Lovelace suggested that the Conservation Commission contract with a service to maintain the trails and meadow on an on-going basis.  Mr. Lovelace stated that he met with Joe Kazaro who mows the grounds at Valley Regional High School and John Winthrop Middle School.  Mr. Lovelace spent some time with Mr. Kazaro in June acquainting him with the trails, however Mr. Kazaro declined the project.  

Mr. Lovelace recently met with Ken Bombaci and they spent some time walking the trails.  Mr. Bombaci presented a proposal which will be $100 per hour to cut back the trees which are up to 4” in diameter and $45 per hour for mowing and weed-whacking, pruning and overgrowth removal.  Mr. Bombaci will use a walk-behind brush hog which will be less invasive to the trails and surrounding property.  Mr. Lovelace and Mr. Bomaci also looked at the white perk testing pipes that were placed many years ago in the Glen section. Mr. Bombaci will remove them during the winter months and haul them away.  It was agreed that Mr. Bombaci’s services will be utilized on an on-going, as-needed basis.  Mr. Lovelace will monitor the progress of the maintenance and look for monthly invoices for the work.    

MOTION made by J. Lovelace to retain the services of Ken Bombaci to maintain the trails and the meadow at Viney Hill Brook Park; SECONDED by R. Helmecki; Voting In Favor: K. Tucker, J. Lovelace, P. Bernardini, D. Demarest, A. Forrest and R. Helmecki; Opposed: None; Abstaining: None; Approved:  6/0/0.                                                                                                                                              
· Bushy Hill

Ms. Forrest stated that she walked her dog at Bushy Hill and upon entering the park, the mosquitos overwhelmed her.  Ms. Forrest reported that there is no discernible path on Oakledge Drive to the trail and the entrance is covered in poison ivy.   

Ms. Bernardini stated that the parking lot at Oakledge Drive needs a covering of crushed stone.  Ms. Bernardini will contact Dave Caroline and inquire if the town crew can drop and spread stone in the parking lot.  

Mr. Lovelace and Mr. Helmecki will cut back and clean up the poison ivy.  

Ms. Tucker reported that she and Mr. Helmecki visited the trails at Bushy Hill and they were bombarded by mosquitos.

Mr. Helmecki met with Mark Prendergast, Boy Scout leader to discuss the Scouts assistance with the repair of the main beam on the foot passage bridge.  Mr. Prendergast agreed that this would be a great project for the Scouts and they will be able to begin the bridge repair at some point in September or October.  Mr. Helmecki stated that the cost for the materials would be under $300.00.

· Canfield Meadow Woods
· Ms. Tucker commented on the joint environmental venture with the Essex Conservation Commission, the Essex Land Trust and the Deep River Conservation Commission utilizing the services of the Environmental Review Team (ERT).   Ms. Tucker previously signed off on the application authorizing a multi-disciplinary environmental study team to assist in the review and management of Canfield Meadow Woods.  Ms. Tucker stated that she has not heard further from Mr. Tanner Stevens.
· Ms. Tucker stated that Carl Kaufmann, Jr. mowed the field.   

B. Other

Mr. Lovelace reported that the easement inventory is now located in the vault which is adjacent to the office of the Essex Town Clerk.  Joseph Budrow, Essex Wetlands Enforcement Officer has been advised of the inventory. 

The Interveners in the Essex West application made a motion to withdraw their appeal on July 29, 2013 for suit against the IWWC and the Planning Commission. 
2. New Business

A. Discuss and outline projects undertaken and completed by the Commission for fiscal year 2012 and 2013 for town support submittal  
Mr. Lovelace stated that Ms. Bernardini did an outstanding job putting together the scrap booking project of the Essex Easement and Restriction Inventory.
Mr. Lovelace prepared a two-page encapsulation of the function and duties of the Conservation Commission which included events, management projects, invasive plants and tick control and wildflower inventory at Viney Hill Brook Park Meadow. 
B.         Other

3. Financial Report

Ms. Tucker stated that $1607 was left remaining unspent from the 2012/2013 fiscal budget.   
4. Inland Wetland Report

Mr. Lovelace reported that at the July 2013 Essex Wetlands Application #13-11 on behalf of Southwinds Home Association, Open Space parcel off Southwinds Drive, Ivoryton, Assessor’s Map 90 Lot 1-A, RU District was granted a Wetlands Permit to replace an existing wooden dock with a plastic floating dock. 

5. Correspondence

“The Habitat” Spring 2013 newsletter of the CT Association of Conservation and Inland Wetlands Commissions.
6. Adjournment
MOTION made by J. Lovelace to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:01 pm. to the next regularly scheduled meeting to be held on Thursday, September 6, 2013 at the Essex Town Hall, Room B – second floor, 29 West Avenue, 7:30 p.m.: SECONDED by P.Bernardini; Voting In Favor: K. Tucker, J. Lovelace, P. Bernardini, D. Demarest, A. Forrest and R. Helmecki; Opposed: None; Abstaining: None; Approved:  6/0/0.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Respectfully submitted,

Stella C. Beaudoin

Recording Secretary
