Meeting Notes 4/15

Focus Area:

Center of Centerbrook: not necessarily Village Green (lack of pedestrian activity there); more
Flavorland/Pharmacy (where Cheese Shop and liquor store are now)
Transportation study (intersection mock up) interesting but for future planning, not something necessary to
revitalize the area now
2-way on Deep River Rd (currently 1-way, next to the Mobil), one-way the other way (where is currently 2-
way, in front of the post office)
Focus should be broader than Village Green area, this study too limited

-“Spine”: start a Witch Hazel and go to Elementary School
Deep River and Chester as examples: upgrading individual areas, that over time has come together

-Deep River: economic actors are things you need; not tourist
Area is too vehicular friendly; abundance of parking in Essex Village, drivers are influenced to move their
cars rather than park and walk. Both Chester and Deep River with more limited parking, drivers tend to
park and walk.

Multimodal Safety Issues:

Centerbrook has always been a “pass-through” area
Spencer’s Corners: cars cut through parking lot from Main Street to Westbrook Rd at high speeds
Pedestrian Activity: along Main Street near school

-Use after school pedestrian traffic for generating “food activity” (ex. Safe walk to Scoops)

-Kids walk from school to music school (at Spencer’s Corners)
Streetscape from Witch Hazel all the way to the Elementary School is not pleasing. Additional work was
suggested from Exit 3 Northbound to Main Street Essex Village, clean up underpass, paint the overpass,
encourage train visitors to walk to both Centerbrook and Essex Villages

Goals:

Parking on street: slow down traffic, pedestrian barrier from street (similar to Essex Village)
-Former Doane’s Plaza the street is far too wide, encourages high speeds and doesn’t encourage
drivers to stop at retailers
Bike lanes: a lot of bicycle riders throughout town, want to encourage and help out
Re-do sidewalks
-look nicer
-safer
-on both sides of the street with crosswalks
-density will spread out, especially from RR
Nature trail/walkway behind Essex Court to industrial park/ frog pond area near Witch Hazel
-older people living at Essex Court like to walk for exercise
Make walking to and from the Steam Train visually interesting at that end of the “spine”

Next Meeting:

Use large map between anchors of the “spine”: Witch Hazel/RR to Elementary School
Identify areas that need sidewalks/crosswalks
Parking ratio analysis



