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 TOWN OF ESSEX 
 Conservation Commission  

          Executive Board 
            Kathleen Tucker, Chairman 
            Jim O’Brien, Vice-Chair 

 
 

 29 West Avenue • Essex, Connecticut 06426 
 Telephone (860) 767-4340 • FAX (860) 767-8509 

            Regular Members 
          Frank Hall 
            Richard Helmecki 
            Mark Reeves 
            Vacancy 
            Vacancy 
           Alternate Member 
           Vacancy         
            Vacancy 
 

 

  
Minutes 

 February 9, 2023,  Kitchen,  7:00 pm 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 Present:  Frank Hall, Richard Helmecki, Mark Reeves, Kay Tucker 
 Excused absence:  Jim O’Brien 
 
2. Public Comments:  None 
  
3. Review and Approve January 12, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
 Motion to approve, Mark Reeves, 2nd. Frank Hall.  Vote unanimous 
  
4. Old Business to include trail reports and management issues in town preserves: 
 A. Bushy Hill Preserve 
  R. Helmecki was notified that a tree had fallen on the Yellow Trail; Helmecki and K Tucker to 
inspect and remedy, if possible. 
 B. Canfield Meadow Woods:  ELT stewards report clear trails and have discussed finding rocks 
to be used as stepping stones over a newly created stream on one of the trails. 
 C. Viney Hill Brook Preserve:  F. Hall gave a trail report noting the need to take down the 
“Flooded” signs now that the beavers are no longer actively damming the low lying areas; new bog bridges 
will be needed at the Broadwalk “intersection” once the ground along Broadwalk up to the Wildflower 
Meadow thaws; the stacked bog bridges should be relocated along Broadwalk from the intersection toward 
the Eagle Scout Bridge; and he will reposition some of the purple signs on Forest Glade so that the trail is 
more immediately visible to hikers. 
 D. Other:  M. Reeves will write an article for Essex Events, March 2nd issue, to acquaint citizens 
with the town preserves, with ECC’s responsibilities, and to state that there are vacancies on the commission 
for those who may be interested in volunteering;  K Tucker reported that a man who will be moving to Essex 
in March contacted the First Selectman about joining a commission.  Selectman advised potential newcomer 
that ECC had vacancies.  K Tucker e-mailed a photo of commissioners under the Wolf Tree and suggested he 
contact Conservation Commission after his move. 
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5. New Business:  ECC to add to the ECC Volunteer Page Website under Experience and/or interest 
necessary/preferred to be a member:  “Commission members should be able to work in the preserves, from 
time to time, to maintain the trails.” 
  
6. Financial Report FYTD:  Funds of $6342. remain 2022-23 Budget.  Balance of budget designated to All 
Habitat, Inc., for phragmites and mosquito control and Clark’s Custom Service for basic mowing-maintenance 
April-June in preserves. 
 
 A.  ECC Budget 2023-24:  T Celentano, Director of Finance, reported to K Tucker that the First 
Selectman said 2023-24 Budget would remain “flat” and asked ECC to contact R Welsh, Director of Public 
Works, to ask if any of ECC needs were within the EDPW budget and capabilities.    
EDPW unable to take down two leaning trees over the Red Trail, Bushy Hill Preserve. 
EDPW able, using dump truck, to pick-up, deliver and spread crushed stone for entrance trail and parking 
area, Bushy Hill Preserve; to brush-hog Broadwalk, mow Wild Flower Meadow with small equipment, and 
repair erosion in parking area Viney Hill Preserve.  Currently, EDPW mows dormant phragmite patch, 1x, and 
Cedar Grove meadow, 2x, at VHBP. 
  
7. Other: There was no other business. 
 
8. Adjournment:  Motion from F Hall, second R Helmecki, unanimous vote to adjourn at 8:00 pm. 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting March 9, 2023, Kitchen, 7:00 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kay Tucker, Clerk pro temp 
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	          Executive Board
	            Kathleen Tucker, Chairman

