
For Immediate Press Release – “Valley Regional High School Brings Home National Music Gold” 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the Valley Regional High School Madmen, Women's Choir, Madrigal Consort, Concert Choir, 
Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Band, and Concert Band for an incredible day of stunning performances at the Heritage 
Music Festival in Chicago, IL.  VRHS choral and band groups brought home many first place finishes from the only 
nationally accredited music festival in the country.   
 
On May 1st, 118 students (20% of the student body) and 20 parents and chaperones left Deep River, CT and traveled 
nearly 900 miles to the Windy City.  The Valley Regional Music Department competed in division 2A (schools with a 
student population of 600-1200) and surprised the judges with their incredible performances as Valley took first place in 
all instrumental and choral ensembles!  They were also given the adjudicators trophy for both Women’s Chorus and 
Concert Choir for scoring over 95%!  
 
Gold awards were given to all four choirs as well as the Percussion Ensemble.  Because the choirs received all gold 
ratings, the VRHS choirs received invitations to perform at the Festival of Gold competition held at Carnegie Hall.  Jazz 
Band and Concert Band received silver awards with the Concert Band missing the gold rating by only one point.  Seniors 
Grace Carver and Samuel Kneeland received Maestro Awards for outstanding solos.  To top off the festival, Valley 
Regional High School received the highest overall vocal and instrumental ensemble score awarding them with the 
Sweepstakes Trophy (for the entire program represented). 
 

 
Valley Regional Band and Choir perform for opening day of Chicago Six Flags 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valley Regional High School Choral Director Ms. Laura Hilton, Band Director Mr. Kevin Lam  
with accompanist Ms. Lolly Bassett 

Band Group Awards 
Concert Band - Silver Rating, 1st place 
Jazz Band - Silver Rating, 1st place 
Percussion Ensemble - Gold Rating, 1st place 

Choral Group Awards 
Madmen - Gold Rating, 1st place 
Women's Choir - Gold Rating, 1st place 
Madrigal Consort - Gold Rating, 1st place 
Concert Choir - Gold Rating, 1st place 

Sweepstakes Award for Total Program – Chicago 2013 (Highest scoring school from festival) 
 
Maestro Awards (outstanding soloists) 

Grace Carver 
Samuel Kneeland 

Heritage Awards 
Adjudicators Award (score over 95%): 
 Women’s Chorus- 96.5% 
 Concert Choir- 95.5% 

Sweepstakes Choral Award (top 2 choirs from 1 school in any division scoring closest to 200) 
 Valley Regional High School Choirs- 192 

Outstanding Choral Group (highest scoring ensemble from any division) 
 Valley Regional High School Women’s Chorus-96.5% 
 



 

Our “SPRING CONCERT & ART SHOW” is this Wednesday 15, 2013 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at Valley Regional 
High School; 256 Kelsey Hill Road Deep River CT 06417. 

Note:  Valley Regional High School serves Chester, Deep River, and Essex Connecticut Towns. 

Additional pictures can be found at www.vrhsband.weebly.com under our blog tab.  (To the best of our knowledge, there 
are no encumbrances on these pictures.) 

If you wish to visit our school for an interview, photos and/or videotaping for you news organization, please contact me 
Mr. Matt Talmadge at MTalmadge@reg4.k12.ct.us and/or 860.526.5328 or  
Ms. Kristina Martineau kmartineau@reg4.k12.ct.us and/or 860.526.5328 for advanced permission. 
 
 

 

Submitted by and VRHS Music Booster Public Relations Representative: 

Mr. Scott Swartzell contact at 860-304-4553 and/or scottzell@comcast.net 

Photographers:  

Parents of VRHS Music Students 
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