
ESSEX HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
 

 
 

Town of Essex 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 
Meeting Room B  

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jeff Going called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Essex Harbor Management 
Commission to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

Members Present 
 

• Earl Fowler, Alternate, Seated for Walter Wiegert 
• Jeff Going, Chairman 
• Wally Schieferdecker, Vice Chairman 
• John Senning 
• Terry Stewart, Alternate 
• Joe Zaraschi 

 
Others Present   

 
• Doug Domenie, Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina 
• Buddy Hitchcock, Deputy Harbor Master 
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 

 
Earl Fowler was seated for Walter Wiegert. 
 
3. Approval of 5/22/14 Meeting Minutes 
 
The May 22, 2014 meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the May 22, 2014 meeting minutes as 
amended and as noted below.  Joe Zaraschi  seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Amendment is as follows:   
 
Under No. 2. Attendance, Members Present, “Terry Stewart, Alternate, Seated for John Senning,” add 
until 7:40 p.m. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 

None. 



 
 

5. Financial Report 
 
The Financial Report for skipped at this point pending Treasurer Walter Wiegert’s possible arrival. 
 
6. Harbor Master Report 
 
Harbor Master Paul Riggio was not present.  Deputy Harbor Master Buddy Hitchcock raised the 
need for signage at the Town dock, was has been raised at previous meetings.  Signage wording and 
location were discussed. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved that we procure signage for the Town Dock consisting of 
three signs for the north, face and south sides that say “4 hour limit, EHMC” and that we stencil 
a sign for the floating dock that says “No overnite, dock only, EHMC.”  Joe Zaraschi  seconded 
the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
A late application request for a Mooring Permit from Roger Williams was discussed.  
 
Motion:  Joe Zaraschi  moved that Roger Williams be granted the permit.  Earl Fowler  seconded 
the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 

• Wait List Requests: 
 

o Jonathan R. Morris, North Cove, Check Dated 5/22/14; 
o David Courcy, Meadows, Check Dated 5/23/14. 

 
7.  Harbor Management Business 
 

• Capital Projects:  None. 
 

• Town Access Ways 
 

o  Bushnell Park 
 

Fifty-nine small vessel registrations have been received to date.  Joe Zaraschi has done an 
inspection of the vessels and noted that there are three boats there without permits.   There was 
discussion about what to do with unpermitted vessels and one suggestion was made to padlock 
them. 
 

o Abandoned Vessel Auction  
 

 John Senning noted that the auction has been scheduled for September 15, 2014. 
 

o Mack Lane 
 
The floating docks observed on Mack Lane were discussed.  Some of them have always been there 
and the Commission thinks some of them are permitted.   
 
A Notice of Tentative Determination for the Elizabeth Parkinson project on 33 Foxboro Road, Essex 
was received from DEEP.  This project has previously been reviewed and approved by the Harbor 
Management Commission.   
 
 



8.  Correspondence 
 
A copy of a Certificate of Permission was received from DEEP for Stuart Littler, 20 Hemlock Drive, 
Essex.  The Harbor Management Commission has also previously signed off on this project.  Jeff 
plans to send DEEP a note about protocol for information distribution. 
 
The Town of Essex fiscal year 2014-2015 Budget Approved at Town Meeting May 12, 2014 was 
received. 
  
9.  New Business 
 
The issue of trawlers on the moorings among the sailboats was raised.  Marina operators have 
asked to be conscious of where to put the transients. 
 
10.  Old Business 
 
The Windatt COP Application was received for approval.  The Harbor Management Commission had 
viewed the plan favorably at the last meeting with the limitation of 10’ on the beam.  There were no 
objections to the plan and Jeff Going will sign the application. 
 
A Harbor Management consultation form for the Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina excavation 
repair work at Bushnell Street Park has been received and Doug Domenie provided drawings for 
the project.   
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the plan for repairing the bulkheads adjacent 
to the Town’s property. Joe Zaraschi seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Discussion of the project continued and Doug Domenie described the details of the planned 
bulkhead repairs.  Since we didn’t have a full description of the bulkhead repairs before the above 
motion was made, the  motion was withdrawn by Wally Schieferdecker.  
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the application for a COP for three bulkhead 
repairs assuming they are done in conjunction with the discussion that we just had because we 
have no written description of them.  Earl Fowler seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Doug will provide the Harbor Management Commission with a copy of the application. 
 
Since Walter Wiegert did not arrive, Jeff Going presented the June Treasurer’s Report on his behalf.  
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to accept the June  2014 Treasurer’s Report.   Joe Zaraschi 
seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Three invoices were presented for approval: 
 

• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk - $251.00 for June 2014 Clerk services; 
• US Postal Service - $261.95 for Harbor Management Commission pre-stamped envelopes; 
• Haynes Materials - $109.56 for crushed stone. 
 

Motion:  Joe Zaraschi moved to approve the invoices  presented.  John Senning seconded the 
motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 



 
 
John Senning will provide members with a copy of a newsletter done by the Town of Stonington 
and suggested we consider doing another one ourselves at the end of the year or next Spring.   
 
11.  Adjournment 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Earl Fowler seconded 
the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
 
 


