
ESSEX HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
 

 
 

Town of Essex 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, April 24, 2014 
Meeting Room B  

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jeff Going called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Essex Harbor Management 
Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

Members Present 
 

• Earl Fowler, Alternate, Seated for Wally Schieferdecker 
• Jeff Going, Chairman 
• Terry Stewart, Alternate, Seated for John Senning 
• Walter Wiegert, Treasurer 
• Joe Zaraschi 

 
Others Present   

 
• Cy Libby, Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina 
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
• Keith Neilson, Docko, Inc. 
• Paul Riggio, Harbor Master 
• Richard Windatt, Guest 

 
3. Approval of 3/27/14 Meeting Minutes 
 
The March 27, 2014 meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
Motion:  Walter Wiegert moved to approve the March 27, 2014 meeting minutes as amended 
and as noted below.  Terry Stewart  seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion approved unanimously. 
 
Amendment as follows: 
 
Under No. 10, Old business, “DEP” should be changed to “DEEP.” 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
Cy Libby requested a list of 2014 mooring permit holders.  He also noted that the Essex Boat Works 
support moorings need to be set so he can set the other support moorings by Monday so there is a 
place to move the boats to from the Boat Show.   Paul Riggio will contact them about this. 

 



5. Financial Report 
 
Treasurer Walter Wiegert reviewed the April Treasurer’s Report with the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Joe Zaraschi  moved to accept the April Treasurer’s Report.  Earl Fowler seconded the 
motion; 3-0-1 motion approved; Walter Wiegert abstained. 
 
Walter presented four invoices for approval: 
 

• Gilman Corporation - $21.20 for silver reflective markings; 
• Lighthouse Printing - $215.00 for small vessel permit stickers; 
• Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina - $2,725.98 ($1,617.57 for setting and $1,108.41 for 

repairs); 
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk - $251.00 for April 2014 Clerk services. 
 

Motion:  Walter Wiegert moved to approve the invoices as presented.  Terry Stewart  seconded 
the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Walter also noted that he has submitted the quarterly financial report to the Town Treasurer. 
 
6.  Harbor Master Report 
 

Harbor Master Paul Riggio provided the Harbor Master Report as follows. 
 

• Applications for mooring permits have been received from the people who have moved 
from the wait list to a mooring (Main: Clerkin, Hernandez, Mattheis, Mautner & Tagatac; 
Meadows:  Manero & Garrity). 

 
• One wait list application has been received from Christine Gemelli, application dated 

3/31/14, cash payment.   
 

• 2014 Wait list renewals were mailed on April 14, 2014 with a response deadline of May 1, 
2014.  Sixteen renewals have been received to date. 

 
• Paul has received a request from the daughter of Robert Doane, who had given her 

permission for a mooring on the Doane property but she is not a property owner.  Paul 
raised the question as to whether this is within the Harbor Management Commission 
regulations and if it is something that the Commission wants to see happen. Jeff noted that 
family members have riparian rights and can’t be denied a mooring, so more information is 
needed to make a determination.  

 
• Paul talked to Dave Caroline, Director of the Essex Public Works Department, about storing 

the buoys for us that we are not using.  Arrangements need to be made to deliver them. 
 

• Daniel Rutan, Connecticut River Dock & Dredge, was issued a written Notice of Non-
Compliance by DEEP for placing a group of floating docks for winter storage within the 
confines of Middle Cove and was given until April 21, 2014 to remove them.  Paul reported 
that they have been given an additional week to remove them.   

 
• Paul will be setting up sandbags for landing the boats in the crushed stone area mid-day on 

Friday, May 9 for the Burning of the Fleet.  They will be taken away on Sunday.  Advance 
notice will be given to emergency services.   

 



• Paul will be in court in two weeks on the Hargrove case involving a number of harbor 
violations, which are being pursued by the state’s attorney.   

 
7.  Harbor Management Business 
 

• Capital Projects:  None. 
 

• Town Access Ways 
 

o Mack Lane 
 
Paul informed the Commission that the property owners of 36 Mack Lane will be exercising their 
right to repair the septic system within the public access way  and are also interested in making a 
proposal for some improvements, which has been previously discussed. 

 
o Bushnell Park 
 

Thirty-eight vessel registrations have been received to date, nine of which are new permit 
registrations. 
 

o Abandoned Vessel Auction:  No update. 
 

8.  Correspondence 
 
A letter was received from Northeast Diving Services from New Milford, CT offering their mooring 
services to the harbor. 
 
9.  New Business 
 
Keith Neilson, Docko, Inc. presented a hydrographic survey prepared by Hydro Data, Inc. for the 
purpose of seeking approval for the reorientation of an existing floating dock facility for the 
Windatt property at 13 River Edge Road.  Mr. Richard Windatt was present at the meeting and gave 
a description of his observation of the water levels which seemed to be in contradiction to the 
survey.  Clarification is needed and the matter was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
10.  Old Business – None. 
 
11.  Adjournment 
 
Motion:  Walter Wiegert moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.   Earl Fowler  seconded the 
motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
 
 


