
Essex Harbor Management Commission 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, December 19, 2013 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jeff Going called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Essex Harbor Management 
Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

Members Present 
 

• Jeff Going, Chairman 
• Wally Schieferdecker, Vice Chairman 
• Walter Wiegert, Treasurer 
• Joe Zaraschi 

 
Others Present   

 
• Buddy Hitchcock, Deputy Harbor Master 
• Doug Domenie, Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina 
• Jim Francis, Treasurer, Town of Essex  
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
• Paul Riggio, Harbor Master 

 
3. Approval of 11/21/13 Meeting Minutes 
 
The November 21, 2013 meeting minutes were reviewed and discussed.   
 
Motion:  Wally  Schieferdecker made a motion to approve the November 21, 2013 meeting minutes as 
amended and as noted below.  Walter Wiegert seconded the motion; 3-0-0 motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Amendment is as follows: 
 

• Under No. 10, Old Business, add “on Thatchbed Island” at the end of the sentence in the last 
paragraph.   

 
4. Public Comment 
 

None. 
 

5. Financial Report 
 
Treasurer Walter Wiegert reviewed the December Treasurer’s Report with the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the December Treasurer’s Report.  Joe Zaraschi 
seconded the motion; 2-0-1 motion approved, Walter Wiegert abstained. 
 



Walter noted that in addition to the ending balance in his report, he has received approximately 
$5,000 from the Harbor Management Commission Clerk for mooring permit renewals. 
 
Walter Wiegert has received 3 invoices: 
 

• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk - $250.61 for December Clerk services which includes $9.30 for 
certified mailing expense; 

• An invoice in the amount of $34.30 that Walter created to make up for the October and 
November FICA and Medicare that was not included in the new Clerk’s invoice for October 
and November and was not voted on; 

• Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina - $1,617.57 which represents approximately half of their 
fee for harbor mark removal. 

 
Motion:  Walter Wiegert moved to approve the three invoices; Wally Schieferdecker seconded the 
motion; 3-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
6.  Harbor Master Report 
 

• Notice of non-renewal letters for failure to meet use regulations were sent to Jeff Charnok, 
James Kerr, and Gary Van Deursen.  

 
•  Approximately 20 of 118 renewals have not been returned as of this date.  We received one 

non-renewal (Ingrid Butterfield), two requests for a  sabbatical (Kris Miller and Joe Montana), 
one wait list renewal for 2014 (Gary Schmid, Application dated 9/19/13), and  two mooring 
permit wait list applications: 

 
o Edward Birch, check dated 11/12/13; 
o Thomas Pinkowish, check dated 12/10/13. 

 
• The Commercial mooring permit renewal letters were mailed on 12/17/13 and the 12/15/13 

response deadline was changed to 12/31/13 due to the date of the mailing.  
 

• Doug Domenie asked if the payment of commercial renewals could be made in January.  
 
Motion:  Joe Zaraschi  moved to notify commercial mooring permit holders that checks would not be 
due until January 31, 2014. Wally Schieferdecker seconded the motion; 3-0-0 motion unanimously 
approved.  
 
There was discussion about the proper use of the commercial moorings and concern that some may 
be used improperly.  The letter informing commercial mooring permit holders of the January 31 
payment deadline will include a reminder about the proper use of the moorings and the 
consequences of using them improperly.  
 

• Committee members reviewed and discussed the correspondence received from James Kerr 
asking for reconsideration of the Committee’s decision not to renew his mooring permit for 
failure to meet the Harbor Commission use regulations.  Specifically, he did not use his 
mooring during the boating season and made no notification to the Harbor Master. 

 
Motion:  Walter Wiegert moved to deny Mr. Kerr’s request for reconsideration of his mooring permit 
renewal because he failed to comply with Harbor Management Commission policies and procedures.  
Joe Zaraschi seconded the motion; 2-0-1 motion approved; Wally Schieferdecker abstained.  
 



A letter will be sent to Mr. Kerr under dual signature of Paul Riggio and Jeff Going informing him of 
the Committee’s decision, reiterating the fact the mooring was vacant during the boating season and 
that he failed to notify the Harbor Master.  
 

• The Committee agreed with Beverly Astles’ request to change her husband’s name on their 
mooring permit to her name due to his passing. The registration and insurance are in both 
names, and this is how the Commission has handled similar situations in the past.  

 
• The Harbor Master has received a couple of requests for a change in mooring location.  These 

requests will be looked at when we start looking at the layout. 
 
7.  Harbor Management Business 
 

• Gilman Quote 
 
Chairman Jeff Going presented a quote provided by Gilman Corporation for buoys.  At least two, if not 
three need to be replaced or repaired, and a plan to replace three each in three successive years was 
suggested.  The cost is approximately $2,000 per buoy. 
 
 Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to institute a three-year program to buy three buoys a year.   
Joe Zaraschi seconded the motion; 3-0-0 motion approved unanimously. 
 
Joe Zaraschi mentioned the DEP grant program “BIG” that may help us with the cost of the buoys.  The 
program doesn’t come up until August so this may be something to consider for next year’s buoy 
replacement costs. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the purchase of three of the 54”, yellow buoys as 
quoted by Gilman.   Joe Zaraschi seconded the motion; 3-0-0 motion approved unanimously. 
 
Jeff Going will contact Gilman to see when we can get started on this. 
 

• Capital Projects:  None 
 

• “BIG” Grant Program:  Discussed above. 
 
• Town Access Ways 

 
Jeff Going noted that an e-mail was sent to small vessel permit holders to remove their vessels if they 
are still at Bushnell Park.  One response was received from the owner of the green canoe. 
  
He also noted that Member John Senning has indicated that he has received an updated list of 
abandoned vessels from Joe Zaraschi and that John will be taking care of moving forward with the 
disposal of abandoned vessels in January. 
 
8.  Correspondence  
 

• A notice was received from the Essex Planning Commission informing us that the Planning 
Commission will start holding meetings in February on various topics and is looking for other 
Commission members to give them input on planning for 2015 plan development. 

 
 
 
 



9.  New Business 
 

• 2014 Meeting Schedule 
 
The Commission reviewed the proposed 2014 meeting schedule with meetings scheduled for the 
third Thursday of every month.  It was suggested that the meetings be changed to the fourth 
Thursday of every month with the exception of November and December, when the meetings 
would be held on the third Thursday of the month. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the revised meeting schedule as discussed.  
Walter Wiegert seconded the motion; 3-0-0 motion approved unanimously. 
 
• Doug Domenie brought to the Commission’s attention Anne Penniman’s offer to provide some 

guidance and draw something up to clean out the evergreens that border Bushnell Access and 
get them trimmed properly.  This matter will probably have to be taken to the Tree Warden. 

 
• Jeff Going noted that the Town plowed snow at the launch ramp during a recent storm and 

that he has sent an e-mail to David Caroline reminding him that we need to keep access to the 
ramps open all through the winter as much as possible for emergency vehicles should the 
need arise. 

  
10.  Old Business 
 
Chairman Jeff Going stated that the Essex Republican Town Committee is interviewing candidates for 
alternate committee member positions.  
 
11. Adjournment 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.  Joe Zaraschi seconded the 
motion; 3-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
 
 


