
ESSEX HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
 

 
 

Town of Essex 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, December 18, 2014 
Meeting Room A  

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jeff Going called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Essex Harbor Management 
Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

Members Present 
 

• Earl Fowler, Alternate 
• Jeff Going, Chairman 
• Wally Schieferdecker, Vice Chairman 
• John Senning 
• Terry Stewart, Alternate 
• Walter Wiegert, Treasurer 
• Joe Zaraschi 

 
Ex Officio Members Present 

 
• Buddy Hitchcock, Deputy Harbor Master 
• Paul Riggio, Harbor Master 

 
Others Present   

 
• Doug Domenie, Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina 
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 

 
Terry Stewart was seated for John Senning. 
 
3. Approval of 11/20/14 Meeting Minutes 
 
The November 20, 2014 meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to approve the November 20, 2014 meeting minutes. Earl 
Fowler seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 

None. 
 



 
 

5. Financial Report 
 
Treasurer Walter Wiegert reviewed the December 18, 2014 Treasurer’s report.   
 
Motion:  Joe Zaraschi moved to approve the December 18, 2014 Treasurer’s report.   Wally 
Schieferdecker seconded the motion; 3-0-1 motion approved; Walter Wiegert abstained. 
 
Walter presented one invoice for approval: 
 

• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk, - $258.49 for December 2014 Clerk Services. 
 

Motion:  Walter Wiegert  moved to approve the invoice as presented.   Terry Stewart seconded 
the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Member John Senning arrived at 7:36 p.m. and Terry Stewart was unseated. 
 
6. Harbor Master Report 
 
Harbor Master Paul Riggio provided the Harbor Master Report as follows. 
 
2015 Mooring Permit Renewal Update 
 
Of the 127 renewal applications that were mailed, 11 have not responded, four are missing 
documentation or a check, one has requested a sabbatical as noted at the previous meeting, and 
nine of the top ten people who are on the wait list have responded. 
 
Follow up steps were discussed for the people who have not responded.  It was decided to send 
them a non-certified letter and an email with a fixed date by which they need to respond.  Any 
responses received will then be reviewed by the Commission. 
 
Wait List Requests 
 

• Michael C. Picard, Main, check dated 11/21/14. 
  

Henri David’s request for a second year sabbatical was discussed.  He is making the request because 
a deal fell thru to purchase a boat, so he doesn’t have a boat at this time.  Because sabbaticals are 
only given for one year, Mr. David will be advised to complete the application with information for 
the type of boat he plans to purchase.  If he doesn’t have a boat in the water for a reasonable period 
of time in 2015 he will lose his permit.    
 
Joe Zaraschi asked if all of the moorings are out yet.  It was noted that some docks that were 
dropped on Essex Boat Works moorings have been removed and tied to the docks in Middle Cove 
Marina.  Paul Riggio will find out if the permit allows for this.   
 
Jeff Going provided an update on the private aids to navigation situation that was discussed at the 
last meeting.  After completing all of the paperwork, ownership for the A – J markers in the lower 
area has been given to the Essex Harbor Management Commission with Jeff Going listed as the 
point of contact, and the name in the records has been changed from Brockway Island Anchorage to 
the Meadows Anchorage.   
 
 



 
7.   Harbor Management Business 
 

• Capital Projects:  None. 
 

• Town Access Ways:  None. 
 
8.   Correspondence 
 
A  Christmas card was received from Lighthouse Printing. 
 
A memo addressed to Department Heads, Board & Commission Chairs was received regarding the 
fiscal year 2015-2016 budget, which included materials for the development of the budget.  The 
budget was reviewed and discussed, which includes a Harbor Management Sinking Fund of $5,000 
a year.  Jeff will ask that this be continued. 
    
9.   New Business 
 
Buoy replacement needs were discussed.    
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved that we purchase three new buoys assuming they are the 
same price as last year.  Walter Wiegert seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Jeff recommended that the buoys be purchased again from Gilman and that we use the black 
lettering that is light reflective.   
 
Joe Zaraschi provided an update on the removal of small vessels at Bushnell Park.  All but two of the 
permitted vessels have been removed, and one with no permit also remains.  Vessels that are not 
removed will be confiscated and used for an auction in the Spring.  Appropriate notification will be 
provided to the local police when the vessels are removed.   
 
10.  Old Business 
 
None. 
 
11.  Adjournment 
 
Motion:  Wally Schieferdecker moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. Walter Wiegert  
seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
 
 


