
Essex Harbor Management Commission 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, January 23, 2014 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Vice Chairman Wally Schieferdecker called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Essex Harbor 
Management Commission to order at 7:29 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

Members Present 
 

• Earl Fowler, Alternate, Seated for Jeff Going 
• Wally Schieferdecker, Vice Chairman 
• John Senning 
• Walter Wiegert, Treasurer 
• Joe Zaraschi 

 
Others Present   

 
• Attorney Terry Lomme 
• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 
• Paul Riggio, Harbor Master 
• Keith Neilson, Docko, Inc. 

 
3. Approval of 12/19/13 Meeting Minutes 
 
The December 19, 2013 meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
Motion: Wally Schieferdecker made a motion to approve the December 19, 2013 meeting minutes 
with no changes. Walter Wiegert seconded the motion; 4-0-0 motion approved unanimously. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 

Attorney Terry Lomme was present at the meeting to talk about the possibility of dredging out a 
lagoon to make a channel that would create the ability to pick up the Collins Lane public access to 
Middle Cove Marina, even at low tide.  He knows the project would need to go before DEP for 
approval but he wanted to seek the Harbor Commission’s feedback before doing so.  There is no cost 
estimate yet for this project. 

 
The Commission felt that dredging would be encouraged if it improves the Collins Lane public 

access on the land side and makes it more usable and safe, and that they would look favorably on the 
project based on what has been presented at this point.   

 
Attorney Lomme also mentioned that there are two abandoned docks on his end of South Cove 

that are sinking.   Paul Riggio will check into this. 
 

The agenda was rearranged to allow Keith Neilson, Docko, Inc. to make his presentation as a matter 
of new business before the remainder of the agenda.   



 
Docko, Inc. Presentation, FOXBORO Plans 

 
Keith Neilson, Docko, Inc. presented a set of permit application drawings for the Commission’s 

review on behalf of the Sciane family for the possible development of new dinghy and mooring 
facilities at Foxboro Point with the objective of getting the Commission’s thoughts and support before 
beginning the permitting process.  The proposed project involves one common point of access for nine 
boats. 

 
Commission members raised several concerns, including the width of the channel and the 

regulations pertaining to the extent to which boats can be moored in relationship to the channel, 
whether there is enough water to accommodate this, aesthetics and how it would affect the view, 
accountability and who would have jurisdiction over the moorings. 

 
Keith will go back and look at a floating dock system, and Paul Riggio will provide him with a copy 

of the Water Use Plan that describes the channel requirements.  Keith will be asked to provide copies 
of any new plans in advance for each Commission member.   

 
5. Financial Report 
 
Treasurer Walter Wiegert reviewed the January Treasurer’s Report with the Commission. 
 
Motion: Joe Zaraschi moved to approve the January Treasurer’s Report; Earl Fowler  seconded the 
motion ; 3-0-1 motion approved, Walter Wiegert abstained. 
 
Walter Wiegert presented one invoice for approval: 
 

• Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk - $251.00 for January 2014 Clerk services. 
 
Motion:  Walter Weigert moved to approve the invoice as presented; Earl Fowler seconded the 
motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Walter also noted that he has submitted the official binder for the quarterly audit report for December 
31, 2013 to the Town Treasurer. 
 
6.  Harbor Master Report 
 

Harbor Master Paul Riggio provided the Commission with an update on the 2014 Mooring Permit 
Renewals as follows: 

 
• Mooring permit renewal summary:  116 permits received; 8 did not respond. 

 
• People giving up mooring permits:  

 
o Antonio Matarese, Main 
o Ingrid Butterfield, Meadows 

 
• People going on sabbatical: 

 
o Joe Montana, Main, 1/23/13 
o Kris Miller, North Cove, 1/16/14 
o Brett Haskins, North Cove, 1/22/14 

 



• People coming off sabbatical: 
 

o Henry David (Main (coming off sabbatical, back on mooring) 
o Robert Wolff (had sabbatical in 2013; giving up wait list position and will reapply for 

wait list).  
 

• Nonrenewals: 
 

o Ned Costello 
o James Kerr 

 
• Wait List Requests: 

 
o Michael Picard, check dated 12/20/13 
o Henry  Hagemann, check dated 1/17/14 

 
• Commercial Renewals 
 

All commercial renewals have been received with the exception of the Dauntless Club.  Paul Riggio 
will follow up with Cecil Lyon on this. 
 
Letters will be sent to the two non-renewals and to the eight people who did not submit their renewal 
application.  John Senning will review the letter that Paul Riggio and Jeff Going are preparing for 
James Kerr before it is sent. 

 
Paul noted that we may revise the website wait list to distinguish who on the wait list is on sabbatical 
and who is simply waiting for a mooring. 
 
He also noted that he will be sitting down with Cy Libby in the near future to look at the layout of the 
harbor for 2014  based on what is available and will then with meet with Jeff regarding same. 
 
7. Harbor Management Business 
 

• Gilman Quote 
 
The buoys have been ordered from Gilman Corporation.  There was some discussion about picking up 
the buoys rather than having them delivered to save on shipping costs. 
 

• Capital Projects:  None. 
 
• Town Access Ways 

 
o Bushnell Park 
 

 Small Vessel Removal and Disposal of Abandoned Vessels 
 

Joe Zaraschi stated that he has a check from William & Joanne Ryan for the recovery fee to get their 
kayak back, and that an auction for abandoned vessels will be planned for early April. 
 
There was some discussion about the ordinance and associated recovery fees related to abandoned 
vessels, with and without permits, and the possible need to change it based on various scenarios.  Joe 
Zaraschi will put together a punch list of scenarios related to this issue for the Commission to review 
in the spring. 



 
 
8. Correspondence  
 

• A proposal was received from Brewer Dauntless Shipyard & Marina in the amount of 
$1,278.41 for harbor mark repairs. 

 
Motion:  Walter Weigert moved to table discussion on the proposal to the February meeting so 
someone from Brewer Dauntless would be present to explain it.  John Senning seconded the 
motion;  4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 

 
9. New Business 
 

• Sciane/Windmill Property Structure Application:  See discussion above. 
 

• Joe Zaraschi made a suggestion in the interest of improving harbor utilization and the 
economy of commercial mooring businesses to consider granting a sabbatical for some of the 
commercial moorings and making them available as private moorings for 5 or 6 people who 
are on the wait list.   Everyone seemed to like the idea and it will be put on the agenda for 
further discussion at the next meeting. 

 
• John Senning brought up the suggestion to do another newsletter in the Spring.   

 
• Joe Zaraschii stated that there is some confusion about the application submitted by Ann 

Soper.  It was intended to be a wait list renewal, but since it was submitted as a “New 
Application for Mooring Permit (Initial request only not for renewal purposes),” it was treated 
as a new wait list application.  Betsy McLaughlin and Paul Riggio will look into this to clarify 
the confusion. 

 
• Referring back to the Docko presentation, John Senning questioned whether we need to 

respond to the plans presented tonite since there is a box on the back of their consultation 
form for us to complete indicating our determination.  He will check to see if a response is 
needed. 

 
10. Old Business 
 
The status of alternate committee member positions was discussed. Earl Fowler stated that he is 
willing to continue as an alternate, which leaves one open alternate member position to be filled. 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
Motion:  John Senning moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m.; Walter Weigert seconded the 
motion; 4-0-0 motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy McLaughlin, Clerk 


