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The Town of Essex has retained the firm of  
WMC Consulting Engineers, Inc. to provide the design of the 

bridge, associated roadway and site improvements. 
 
 

Contacts: 
 

Keegan Elder 
Project Manager 

 
Jay Costello, P.E. 

Vice President 
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Replacement of the bridge is required based on its current condition rating.  According 
to the recent ConnDOT Bridge Inspection Report, the existing culverts and retaining 
walls have an overall rating of 2 and are in critical condition.  The existing bridge is 

rated a 2 and is in critical condition overall, which means the existing bridge is 
structurally deficient and its condition warrants replacement.  Structure is currently on 

special inspection schedule by ConnDOT due to critical condition. 
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• Replacement of the Walnut Street bridge 
• Improvements to the existing drainage system 
• Minimize disturbance to traveling public 
• Complete construction in a timely manner 
• Effectively use available funding for the project 

 



WMC 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



WMC 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



Upstream View 
 
 
 
  

Downstream View 
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Upstream View 
 
 
 
 

Downstream View 
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 Roadway Plan 
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Typical Bridge Section 
 
 
 
 

Bridge Elevation 
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• 50' long single span precast concrete ‘NEXT’ beams with 5'-6" sidewalk 
• Concrete bridge abutments and wingwalls on piles 
• Concrete approach slabs & walls at both ends of the bridge 
• Bridge rail in between the approach walls 
• New guide rail and guide rail anchors 
• Full depth reconstruction of pavement with project limits 
• Improvements to existing drainage system 
• Minimizing of easements and land acquisitions 
• Geometry will essentially remain the same 
• Improve safety of approach roadways 
• Road to be closed to traffic with a detour during construction 
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• No known contaminated soils within project limits 
• No known hazardous materials within project limits 
• Best management practices will be used to handle sedimentation control 
• Inland wetlands/regulated area impacts will be kept to a minimum 
• Disturbed areas during construction will be restored upon completion 
• Permits required: 
  Category I  ACOE 
  Town IWWC 
  State Flood Management Certification 
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• Overhead utility wires relocated as required 
• Coordination with utility companies will be conducted 

during the design process 
• Notification of the proposed improvements after approval of 

preliminary design 
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• Impacts to private properties will be kept to a minimum 
• Temporary construction easements required for the bridge and roadway improvements 
• Permanent easements required for the maintenance of the bridge and retaining walls 
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• The cost of construction for the year 2017 is approximately $2,200,000 
• Funding will be 80% Federal funds and 20% Town funds 

• Federal:  $1,760,000 
• Town:        $440,000 

 

• Start of construction: 2017 
• Duration of construction: Approx. 8 months 
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WMC Engineers 

 

Keegan Elder 
Project Manager 
87 Holmes Road  

Newington, CT 06111 
kelder@wmcengineers.com 

860-667-9624 

CME Associates, Inc. 
 

Jodi-Ann O’Connor, P.E. 
Federal Local Bridge Program Coordinator 

333 East River Drive, Suite 400 
East Hartford, CT 06108 

joconnor@cmeengineering.com 
860-290-4100 ext. 1102 

Town of Essex 
 

Norman Needleman 
First Selectman 
29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

nneedleman@essexct.gov 
860-767-4340 ext. 114 
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Maria Lucarelli 
First Selectman’s Assistant 

29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

mlucarelli@essexct.gov 
860-767-4340 ext. 112 

 
 

Town of Essex 
 

John Guszkowski 
Town Planner 

29 West Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 

planner@essexct.gov 
860-767-4340 ext. 150 
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