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Essex Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes  

 November 10, 2022,  Kitchen,  7:00 pm 
 
 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call: K. Tucker called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Attendance: F. Hall, R. Helmecki, J. Lovelace, J. O’Brien, M. Reeves, K. Tucker 
 

 
2. Public Comments: No public comments. 

 
 
3. Review and Approve October 13, 2022 Meeting Minutes: J. O’Brien corrected the spelling of 

“metes” regarding “metes and bounds surveys” on page 3, section D. Other to include. 1. Boy 
Scout Workshop. With a motion by J. O’Brien, and a second by J. Lovelace, the minutes were 
approved with the correct spelling of the survey-related word “metes.”  
 

 
4. Old Business to include trail reports and management issues in town preserves: 

 
A. Report on Boy Scout Workshop: J. O’Brien, Commission Member, Civil Engineer, and former 

owner of a survey company, reported on the successful Boy Scout Workshop.  Attending were 
Scout leaders, Mike Rutty, Greg Ruel, and G.R. Nash, eight Scouts, three fathers and 
Commissioner Kay Tucker. All Scouts were enthusiastic and the parents extremely supportive. 
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J. O’Brien demonstrated to the group how to mark boundary limits; showed them survey 
equipment, such as a theodolite, and pointed out drill holes in a stone wall, which were ways 
that surveyors marked boundaries.  Guided by the Bushy Hill Trail map, all participants hiked to 
the Wolf tree and then to the hazardous hemlock. 

 

 
 
Boy Scouts at the Wolf Tree, photo credit: Jim O’Brien 
 
 B. Bushy Hill Preserve: R. Helmecki walked the trail today (Nov 10).  He said that there is a 
tree branch over the entrance to the Blue Trail.  He reported that most of the leaves are now down and 
there was not one acorn in sight (discussion took place on theories about this).  K. Tucker reported that 
the Bushy Hill entrance access to Oakledge Drive looks clear and walk-able. 
 1.  Leaning Hemlock: K. Tucker asked if we need to create a better barrier.  Discussion took 
 place if a warning was needed.  The group said this was not necessary. 
 2.  Three quarters of Bushy Hill Pond has sitting water; just a trickle is moving from the culvert. 
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 C. Canfield Meadow Woods: J. O’Brien said that the Essex Land Trust is doing an excellent 
job of checking, clearing and reporting on the many downed trees at CMW.    J. Lovelace said that the 
Dennison Road access to CMW is well used. 
 
 D. Viney Hill Brook Preserve: F. Hall reported that he walked VHBP this afternoon  
(Nov 10). He covered Broad Walk, Turtle Nesting area, Quarry Pond, Wollock's Pond Loop, Upland 
Woods, and Forest Glade. All trails were well maintained and dry.  The beavers appear to have 
abandoned Quarry Pond lodge.   There is a more recently built small Lodge on the north shore west of 
the high-power line.  Hall said that he can understand why the beavers might have migrated to the new 
location since there are less people and a larger body of water. 
 
M. Reeves suggested that the beavers leaving is a natural occurrence as the older lodges may lack 
water depth; the supply of saplings and leaves surrounding Quarry Pond have been diminished. 
J. Lovelace said he, too, had walked along Quarry Pond and that Tucker Pond is now only a small area 
of water.  He said that, at Wollock’s Pond, the water leveler system may need Beaver Solutions to 
monitor and adjust the devices as needed.  Jeff will send to send Essex Park and Rec. a photo and 
written update on the exclusion fencing in Wollock’s Pond. 
 
K. Tucker asked about a black corrugated, non-functioning pipe along Broadwalk and whether it should 
be pulled out. M. Reeves said that the pipe was part of a drainage ditch and is too deep to be 
extracted. 
 

1. Reposition Bog Bridges: The group agreed to leave several Bog Bridges stacked until 
the trail becomes saturated later in the season.  There is lumber in reserve to build  
three more if needed. 

2. J. Lovelace suggested putting “doggie bags“ at the passive parking lot VHBP.  
3. K. Tucker will contact Beaver Solutions for the 2023 contract. 

  4.   J. Lovelace reported that the phragmite patch had been dormant cut. 
 
  

E. Other: No other issues. 
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5. New Business to include: 
 A.  Proposed Annual Calendar for January 2023-January 2024: With a motion by M. Reeves 
and a 2nd by J. O’Brien the following calendar was unanimously approved. 

 
Annual Calendar for the January 2023 – January 2024 Year 
2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00pm 
 
Thursday, January 12, 2023  
Thursday, February 9, 2023 
Thursday, March 9, 2023  
Thursday, April 13, 2023 
Thursday, May 11, 2023  
Thursday, June 8, 2023  
Thursday, July 13, 2023  
Thursday, August 10, 2023  
Thursday, September 14, 2023  
Thursday, October 12, 2023  
Thursday, November 9, 2023  
Thursday, December 14, 2023  
Thursday, January 11, 2024  
 
 B. Other: K. Tucker reported that A. Finnegan sent a request from the Essex Park and 
Recreation Commission to delete language on the Viney Hill Brook Park section of the website:  
 
https://www.essexct.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3116/f/uploads/viney_hill_description_map_2021.pdf 
 
Under the section entitled, Active Recreation, the words “swimming area” will be removed. J. Lovelace 
also suggested that under the section entitled, “Passive Recreation,” the sentence, “It is not a 
playground, hunting area, bike path or campground” be removed. 
 
K. Tucker said that the Essex Town Hall Holiday Celebration is on December 5 at the Griswold Inn from 
4-7pm. Our group will plan to meet there at 5pm. 
 
K. Tucker reported that J. Lovelace’s term is expiring, and he will be retiring from the Commission.  K. 
Tucker thanked him for his 14 years of service and for being an excellent diplomat. 
  
 
 
 
 

about:blank
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6. Financial Report YTD 2022-23 
 A. Expenditures: K. Tucker reported that Clark’s Custom Services has been paid for 
September.  The CCS invoice for October is $600 and includes six hours of monthly weed whacking,  vine 
cutting, brush hogging, and clearing of brush at VHBP and BHP.   (2 CCS staff are required at $50 each 
per hour, which the ECC agreed was reasonable).  M. Reeves suggested making a list of annual 
maintenance and other services needed to be included in the upcoming Town Budget FY 2023-2024.   
K. Tucker will create a maintenance list.   
 
There will be $7,350 remaining in the ECC account after October’s invoices are paid. 
 
7. Other: No other business. 
 
8. Adjournment: With a motion by F. Hall, and a 2nd by M. Reeves, K. Tucker adjourned the 
meeting at 8:07pm. 
 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting December 8, 2022, Room TBD, 7:00 PM 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan K. McCann 
ECC Clerk 


	 TOWN OF ESSEX
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	            Kathleen Tucker, Chairman

