
Press Release 

The Town of Essex, CT solicited services for an energy audit of the Town Hall located at 29 West Avenue through a Municipal Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant ($44,554) funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and awarded through the CT Office of Policy and Management. The audit was awarded to Steven Winter Associates, Inc. (SWA) on April 29, 2010 and the site assessment was conducted on May 13, 2010. This audit cost $15,234.
This audit was partially funded by a grant from the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation in the amount $7,617.

Audit recommendations included Capital Improvements (roof replacement, boiler replacement), Operations and Maintenance (air sealing, pipe insulation, Energy Star equipment, ventilation, and programmable thermostats). Water Conservation Measures (water efficient fixtures and controls), and Energy Conservation measures (from lighting upgrades to a 20kW kW PV rooftop system). Please see the full report on the Essex website www.essexct.gov 
After studying the advantages and disadvantages of the various recommendations, a volunteer committee decided to install outdoor temperature reset controls, programmable thermostats, and as many new energy efficient windows as the budget would allow, starting on the north side of the Town Hall. There was not enough money in the budget for a new boiler. A professional engineer was hired to oversee the boiler related improvements for $1,900. Although the pay-back for the windows is long-term, windows will abate energy and occupant comfort problems associated with uncontrolled air infiltration and the noise from the emergency generator on the north side of the Town Hall. Fresh air will be available to the occupants by lifting the bottom sash. 

Please contact Maria Lucarelli 860-767-4340 x 112 if you have any questions.
Keith Chrisman
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