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January 23, 2008

For Immediate Release

Contact: Susan Daniels

   








860-227-2421

susandaniels@snet.net

Essex Elementary PTO Playground Fund Close To Goal 

Essex, CT – The Essex Elementary School PTO’s Accessible Playground fund hit a significant milestone this month with $130,000 in cash contributions received to date and confirmation that the Essex Public Works Department will provide site preparation and equipment installation, relieving the need to raise funds to pay for those services.  The EES-PTO, a volunteer run, non-profit corporation, kicked off the “Play Is Good” fundraising campaign last spring with the goal of replacing the deteriorating pressure-treated wood equipment now being used by students and area children at the school site with two fully-ramped, wheelchair accessible playscapes for children age 5-12.  The new equipment and surfacing materials will be low-maintenance, highly-durable, and environmentally-friendly.   The universal design will allow children of all abilities and disabilities to play side-by-side while enjoying imaginative and physical play components.  


To date, financial support has come from area residents and businesses as well as state and private grants.  There is now enough money in the fund to cover the cost 
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of all equipment for both playscapes, a climbing boulder, replacement swing seats, and some of the surfacing and site materials.  An additional $15,000 is still needed for surfacing and site materials as well as replacement benches and tables.   The target installation date is still set for this summer after the close of the school year.  
Monetary donations can be made online at www.essexplayisgood.com or with a  check made out to “EES-PTO Playground Fund” and mailed to: Essex PTO Playground Fund, c/o Essex Elementary School, 108 Main Street, Centerbrook, CT 06409.  Donations of $50 or more will be recognized on a permanent donor board at the playground site.   Anyone interested in donating site materials or providing installation assistance to the town crew should contact Susan Daniels at 860-227-2421 or susandaniels@snet.net.   
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