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Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments
February

RiverCOG Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Update and Public Outreach Survey
Please Take the Survey

The Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments (RiverCOG), with our consultants
DEWBERRY Engineers, Inc., is currently updating 15 of our 17 communities’ Natural Hazard Mitigation
Plans. They are a requirement by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
municipalities to apply for FEMA hazard mitigation grants and must be updated every 5 years to stay
eligible for grant funding. The plans provide an important opportunity for communities to come
together and assess their ability to withstand and recover from a natural disaster and prioritize
mitigation actions. Communities participating in this update include:

e Chester e East Haddam e Lyme

e Clinton e East Hampton e Middlefield

e Cromwell e Essex ¢ Middletown
o Deep River e Haddam e Old Lyme and
e Durham ¢ Killingworth e Portland.

PubI|c mput is an important component of the planning process and we invite you to take our survey
at https //www surveymonkey.com/r/WNMKMJH and attend our public meetings and offer
comment on the draft plan. 2014 plans and opportunltles will be posted at

_ https: //rlvercog org/prOJects/naturaI hazard- mrtlgatlon_plan/

The updated pIan will be a multuurlsdlctlonal plan. with ar;ne_xes. One for each community.

resources. Hazard mitigation planhr_ g and resultant actlons redut‘.e or ehmmate long-term risk to
people, property, and resources from’ natural hazards and thelr effects Pioods, nor’easters, and
hurrlcanes rank amongst the region’s greatest concerns AIthough Iess of' concern the plan erI also

Hazard mitigation plans look to: ;

e Reduce loss of life : -
2o 3-‘ Reduce damage to. property “and lnfrastructure _ : e
- Reduce costs to re5|dents and, busmeSSes for thmgs llke |n$urance, repalr cqsts, and takes
. Reduce municipal service costs (e.g. emergency response and mfrastructure mamtenance)
Te. Educate residents and,pollcy makers eongernmg natural_h' zards*and mltlgatlon possrbllltles
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_;‘-__The”updates began in: December wrth a reglonal plannlng team meetmg and |7nto' January wrth a wsrt

e

i 'common mltlgatlon actions include replacementot undersrzed eulverts, flood proof' ing a schoql or flre ¥
A station, purchase of a flood pronekproperty for open space,or creation of‘educatlonal matepal il s
3 concernmg natural hazards and mltlgatlon actions fora communlty s cntlzens ; s : -
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